
Unearthing the Lost History of the Colored
Hockey League of the Maritimes: A Century of
Resilience and Triumph
In the annals of hockey history, the story of the Colored Hockey League
(CHL) of the Maritimes stands as a testament to the resilience,
determination, and triumph of marginalized communities in pursuit of their
passion for the sport. From its humble beginnings in 1895 to its eventual
decline in 1925, the CHL provided a safe and competitive environment for
African-Canadian hockey players who faced persistent discrimination in
mainstream leagues.

The Birth of the CHL

The CHL emerged as a response to the widespread racism and exclusion
prevalent in the hockey scene of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
African-Canadian hockey players, despite their exceptional skills, were
routinely denied opportunities to showcase their talents in established
leagues. In 1895, a group of determined individuals from Halifax, Nova
Scotia, established the CHL, a league exclusively for players of African
descent.
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A Haven for African-Canadian Hockey

The CHL quickly gained popularity and expanded to include teams from
across the Maritimes region, including Halifax, Truro, Amherst, and Sydney.
The league provided a much-needed platform for African-Canadian hockey
players to compete at a high level and showcase their athletic prowess.
The CHL also served as a social and cultural hub for the Black community
in the region, fostering a sense of unity and pride.

Challenges and Discrimination

Despite the CHL's success, it faced numerous challenges and
discrimination from the broader hockey community. Ice rinks were often
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segregated, and African-Canadian players were subjected to racist taunts
and threats. The league also struggled financially due to limited access to
funding and sponsorships. Nevertheless, the players and organizers
persevered, driven by their love of hockey and their determination to
overcome adversity.

Notable Players and Teams

The CHL produced several talented players who went on to make
significant contributions to the sport beyond its borders. Most notably, John
"Jackie" Robinson, the legendary baseball player who broke the color
barrier in Major League Baseball in 1947, was a standout hockey player for
the Halifax Eurekas of the CHL in his youth.

Other notable CHL teams included the Truro Victorias, who won five
consecutive league championships from 1919 to 1923, and the Amherst
Ramblers, who were known for their speed and finesse on the ice.

Decline and Legacy

The CHL's decline began in the early 1920s due to a combination of
factors, including the rise of professional hockey, the growing popularity of
other sports, and financial difficulties. By 1925, the league had disbanded,
leaving behind a legacy of resilience and triumph that would inspire future
generations of African-Canadian hockey players.

Although the CHL is long gone, its impact on the history of hockey cannot
be overstated. It paved the way for African-Canadian players to compete at
the highest levels of the sport and shattered the barriers of prejudice and
discrimination. The CHL's story serves as a reminder of the importance of
inclusivity and the enduring power of passion and determination.



Rediscovering the Lost History

In recent years, there has been a growing interest in rediscovering the lost
history of the CHL and its impact on Canadian hockey. The Nova Scotia
Museum of Industry in Stellarton, Nova Scotia, houses an exhibit dedicated
to the league, featuring artifacts, photographs, and personal accounts of
players and fans. Additionally, several books and documentaries have been
produced that explore the CHL's history and legacy.

The Colored Hockey League of the Maritimes remains a testament to the
resilience, determination, and triumph of African-Canadian hockey players
in the face of adversity. Its story is a reminder of the importance of
inclusivity and the enduring power of passion. As we continue to write the
history of hockey, the CHL's legacy will forever serve as an inspiration to all
who strive to overcome barriers and achieve their dreams.
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