
Treating Survivors of Childhood Abuse and
Interpersonal Trauma: Second Edition—A
Comprehensive Guide for Clinicians
Childhood abuse and interpersonal trauma are pervasive societal problems
that can have lasting and devastating effects on survivors. The second
edition of Treating Survivors of Childhood Abuse and Interpersonal Trauma,
published by the American Psychological Association, is a comprehensive
resource for clinicians working with this population.

This updated edition reflects the latest research and best practices in
trauma treatment, offering a thorough overview of the challenges faced by
survivors and evidence-based interventions to address their unique needs.
The authors, Judith Herman and Emily Schatzow, are renowned experts in
the field of trauma therapy, and their insights and perspectives provide
invaluable guidance for clinicians.
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Understanding Childhood Abuse and Interpersonal Trauma

The book begins by defining and exploring the different types of childhood
abuse and interpersonal trauma. These experiences can include physical,
sexual, emotional, or neglect, and they can occur at any age. The authors
emphasize the profound impact that these experiences can have on a
child's development, leading to physical, psychological, and emotional
problems.

The book also discusses the neurobiological effects of trauma, explaining
how it can alter brain chemistry and functioning. This information helps
clinicians understand the challenges faced by survivors and provides a
framework for developing effective treatment plans.

Assessment and Diagnosis

Chapter 3 provides a detailed guide to assessing and diagnosing survivors
of childhood abuse and interpersonal trauma. The authors describe
different assessment tools and techniques, such as interviews, self-report
measures, and clinical observations. They also discuss the importance of
considering the survivor's cultural and social context when making a
diagnosis.

The book also addresses the challenges of differential diagnosis, as
symptoms of trauma can overlap with symptoms of other disorders. The
authors provide guidance on how to distinguish between trauma-related
symptoms and other mental health conditions.

Treatment Approaches

The second edition of Treating Survivors of Childhood Abuse and
Interpersonal Trauma includes a comprehensive review of evidence-based



treatment approaches for survivors. The authors discuss the principles of
trauma-informed care, which emphasizes creating a safe and supportive
environment for survivors.

The book provides detailed descriptions of different treatment modalities,
including:

Psychodynamic therapy

Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT)

Eye movement desensitization and reprocessing (EMDR)

Pharmacotherapy

The authors discuss the strengths and limitations of each approach and
provide guidance on how to tailor treatment to the individual needs of each
survivor.

Special Populations

The book also addresses the unique challenges faced by specific
populations of survivors, including:

Children and adolescents

Men

LGBTQ+ individuals

Survivors of complex trauma

The authors provide guidance on how to adapt treatment approaches to
meet the specific needs of these populations and ensure that they receive



appropriate care.

Ethical and Legal Considerations

The final chapter of the book discusses the ethical and legal considerations
involved in treating survivors of childhood abuse and interpersonal trauma.
The authors address issues such as confidentiality, mandated reporting,
and working with child protective services.

The book also provides guidance on how to navigate the legal system and
advocate for the rights of survivors.

Treating Survivors of Childhood Abuse and Interpersonal Trauma: Second
Edition is an essential resource for clinicians working with this population.
The book provides a comprehensive overview of the challenges faced by
survivors, evidence-based treatment approaches, and special
considerations for different populations.

The authors' expertise and insights provide invaluable guidance for
clinicians, helping them to effectively address the unique needs of survivors
and promote their recovery.

Purchase the Book
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