The Arthurian Legendarians: The Faithless
One - Part One

The Arthurian legendarium is a vast and sprawling body of literature that
has captivated audiences for centuries. At its core is the story of King
Arthur, a legendary British leader who ruled in the 6th century. The legend
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has been told and retold countless times, in countless different ways, and
has been adapted into everything from novels to films to video games.
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One of the most enduring aspects of the Arthurian legend is its cast of
characters. From the noble King Arthur himself to the treacherous Mordred,
from the beautiful Guinevere to the wise Merlin, these characters have
become iconic figures in Western literature.

In this series of articles, we will take a closer look at some of the most
important characters in the Arthurian legendarium. We will explore their
stories, their motivations, and their impact on the overall legend.

The Faithless One

In this first article, we will focus on one of the most enigmatic and tragic
characters in the Arthurian legend: Sir Lancelot. Lancelot is a complex and
contradictory figure, a man of great courage and nobility who is also
capable of great treachery. He is best known for his forbidden love affair
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with Queen Guinevere, which ultimately leads to the downfall of Arthur's
kingdom.

Lancelot is first introduced in the 12th-century romance "Lancelot, the
Knight of the Cart." In this story, Lancelot is a young knight who is tasked
with rescuing Guinevere from the evil knight Meleagant. Lancelot succeeds
in his quest, and he and Guinevere fall in love.

Their love affair is a secret, but it is eventually discovered by Arthur. Arthur
is furious, and he banishes Lancelot from his kingdom. Lancelot goes into
exile, but he never forgets Guinevere.

Years later, Lancelot returns to Britain to help Arthur fight against the
invading Saxons. Lancelot is victorious in battle, but he is mortally
wounded. He dies in Guinevere's arms, and his death marks the end of the
Arthurian legend.

Lancelot's Character

Lancelot is a complex and contradictory character. He is a man of great
courage and nobility, but he is also capable of great treachery. He is a loyal
friend, but he is also a betrayer. He is a lover, but he is also a destroyer.

Lancelot's contradictions stem from his own inner conflict. He is torn
between his love for Guinevere and his loyalty to Arthur. He knows that his
love affair is wrong, but he cannot bring himself to end it.

Lancelot's inner conflict is ultimately his unng. He is unable to reconcile his
love for Guinevere with his loyalty to Arthur. This conflict leads to his
downfall and the downfall of Arthur's kingdom.



Lancelot's Legacy

Lancelot is one of the most enduring and popular characters in the
Arthurian legend. He is a tragic figure, a man who is destroyed by his own
inner conflict. But he is also a hero, a man who is capable of great courage
and nobility.

Lancelot's legacy is a complex one. He is a reminder that even the best of
us can be capable of great evil. But he is also a reminder that even the
worst of us can be capable of great good.

Lancelot is a fascinating and complex character who has captivated
audiences for centuries. His story is a tragedy, but it is also a story of hope.
Lancelot's legacy is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is
always hope for redemption.

In the next article in this series, we will take a closer look at another
important character in the Arthurian legendarium: Queen Guinevere.
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