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Wicked problems are complex, interconnected, and often defy easy
solutions. They are often characterized by multiple stakeholders with
conflicting interests, a lack of clear data, and a high degree of uncertainty.
Wicked problems include issues such as climate change, poverty, and
healthcare.

Traditional approaches to problem-solving are often inadequate for wicked
problems. These approaches typically involve breaking the problem down
into smaller parts and then solving each part independently. However, this
approach can overlook the interconnectedness of the problem and lead to
unintended consequences.

The transdisciplinary imagination is a mindset that can help us to tackle
wicked problems. This mindset encourages collaboration, creativity, and
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systems thinking. It can help us to see the world in new ways and to
develop innovative solutions that address the root causes of wicked
problems.

Characteristics of the Transdisciplinary Imagination

The transdisciplinary imagination is characterized by a number of key
features:

Collaboration: The transdisciplinary imagination emphasizes the
importance of collaboration between different disciplines and
perspectives. This can help to break down silos and create a more
holistic understanding of wicked problems.

Creativity: The transdisciplinary imagination encourages creativity and
innovation. This can help us to develop new ways of thinking about
and solving wicked problems.

Systems thinking: The transdisciplinary imagination takes a systems
approach to problem-solving. This means that it considers the
interconnectedness of different parts of a system and how they interact
with each other.

Benefits of the Transdisciplinary Imagination

The transdisciplinary imagination can provide a number of benefits for
tackling wicked problems:

Improved understanding of the problem: The transdisciplinary
imagination can help us to develop a more comprehensive
understanding of wicked problems by drawing on multiple disciplines
and perspectives.



More creative and innovative solutions: The transdisciplinary
imagination encourages creativity and innovation, which can lead to
the development of more effective solutions to wicked problems.

Increased collaboration and stakeholder engagement: The
transdisciplinary imagination emphasizes collaboration and
stakeholder engagement, which can help to ensure that all voices are
heard and that solutions are more effective.

Examples of the Transdisciplinary Imagination in Action

The transdisciplinary imagination has been used to tackle a wide range of
wicked problems, including:

Climate change: The transdisciplinary imagination has been used to
develop a variety of innovative solutions to climate change, such as
renewable energy technologies, carbon capture and storage, and
sustainable agriculture.

Poverty: The transdisciplinary imagination has been used to develop a
number of programs to reduce poverty, such as microfinance,
conditional cash transfers, and job training.

Healthcare: The transdisciplinary imagination has been used to
develop a variety of new healthcare technologies and treatments, such
as personalized medicine, telemedicine, and robotic surgery.

The transdisciplinary imagination is a powerful tool for tackling wicked
problems. It can help us to develop a more comprehensive understanding
of the problem, to generate more creative and innovative solutions, and to
increase collaboration and stakeholder engagement. By embracing the



transdisciplinary imagination, we can make progress on some of the most
pressing challenges facing our world.
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