
Memoir of Polygamy Prophets and Blood
Atonement: A Shocking Account of Faith,
Violence, and the Mormon Church
In the annals of Mormon history, the practice of polygamy and the doctrine
of blood atonement cast a long and disturbing shadow. These practices,
sanctioned by the early leaders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints (LDS Church),left an indelible mark on the lives of countless
individuals, both within and outside the faith.
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One such individual was Irene Spencer, a young woman who grew up in a
polygamous household and witnessed firsthand the violence and trauma
that accompanied this controversial practice. Her memoir, "Memoir of
Polygamy Prophets and Blood Atonement," offers a chilling account of her
experiences and provides a glimpse into a dark chapter in Mormon history.

Polygamy and the Mormon Church
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Polygamy, the practice of marrying multiple spouses, was introduced into
the LDS Church in the 1840s by its founder, Joseph Smith. Smith claimed
to have received a revelation from God commanding him to practice plural
marriage. While polygamy was initially practiced by a small group of church
leaders, it gradually became more widespread throughout the Mormon
community.

For many women, polygamy was a source of great suffering. They were
often forced into marriages with older men, subjected to physical and
emotional abuse, and denied basic rights such as education and property
ownership. Irene Spencer's memoir provides a harrowing account of the
psychological and physical toll that polygamy took on her and her family.

Blood Atonement: A Doctrine of Violence

Even more disturbing than the practice of polygamy was the related
doctrine of blood atonement. According to this doctrine, certain sins, such
as murder or adultery, could only be atoned for through the shedding of
blood. In some cases, this meant that individuals were executed as a form
of punishment and purification.

The doctrine of blood atonement was deeply rooted in the Mormon faith
and was often used to justify violence against those who violated church
teachings. Irene Spencer's memoir recounts several instances where
individuals were threatened or even murdered in the name of blood
atonement.

The Impact of Polygamy and Blood Atonement

The practice of polygamy and the doctrine of blood atonement had a
profound impact on the Mormon community. It created a climate of fear and



violence and caused untold suffering for countless individuals. Irene
Spencer's memoir serves as a powerful reminder of the human cost of
these practices.

In the years since polygamy and blood atonement were officially renounced
by the LDS Church, the faith has undergone a significant transformation.
However, the legacy of these practices continues to shape the Mormon
experience and raises important questions about the nature of faith,
violence, and the role of religion in society.

Irene Spencer's memoir is a valuable contribution to our understanding of
Mormon history and the enduring impact of polygamy and blood
atonement. Her courageous account of her experiences sheds light on a
dark chapter in the past and serves as a reminder of the importance of
confronting and learning from our mistakes.

The story of polygamy and blood atonement is a complex and troubling
one. It is a story of faith and violence, of suffering and redemption. Irene
Spencer's memoir is an essential read for anyone interested in Mormon
history, the role of religion in society, and the human cost of extremism.
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