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In the annals of history, Philippa Langley's name stands etched as a
beacon of perseverance and an emblem of the indomitable human spirit.
Her remarkable discovery of the lost burial place of King Richard Il in 2012
was a triumph that not only unearthed a forgotten chapter of British history
but also captivated the imagination of the world.
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A Hidden Past

King Richard lll, the last of the Plantagenet kings, met his demise on the
fateful battlefield of Bosworth Field in 1485. His body, stripped of its finery
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and subjected to public humiliation, was laid to rest in an unmarked grave
at the Greyfriars Church in Leicester.

Over the centuries, the location of Richard's burial site faded into obscurity,
becoming a tantalizing historical enigma. Despite numerous searches and
excavations, his remains remained elusive, shrouded in a cloak of mystery.

A Spark of Inspiration

Philippa Langley, a British author and historian, became intrigued by the
unsolved mystery surrounding Richard Ill's burial place. Driven by a
passion for history and a deep fascination with the enigmatic king, she
embarked on a quest to unravel the truth.

In 2004, Langley founded the Richard Ill Society, a non-profit organization
dedicated to promoting research and preserving the legacy of the king.
With meticulous research and unwavering determination, she began
piecing together the fragments of the forgotten history.

Unraveling the Enigma

Langley's first breakthrough came when she stumbled upon a 16th-century
map of Leicester that depicted a church with a large building adjacent to it.
Intriguingly, the building matched the size and description of Greyfriars
Church.

Armed with this vital clue, Langley approached the University of Leicester
for assistance in conducting a geophysical survey of the site. The results
were promising, revealing anomalies that suggested the presence of a
substantial underground structure.



The Moment of Truth

In August 2012, a team of archaeologists, led by Professor Turi King,
began excavations at the Greyfriars site. Langley's heart pounded with
anticipation as she witnessed the painstaking removal of layers of earth.

On September 11, 2012, history was made. Beneath the foundations of the
long-lost church, the skeletal remains of a man were discovered. DNA
analysis and rigorous scientific examinations confirmed the astonishing
truth: it was King Richard Il

A Historic Discovery

The discovery of Richard lll's burial place sent shockwaves through the
world of history. It not only provided definitive proof of his death and burial
but also shed new light on the events surrounding his life and reign.

Richard Ill, once vilified as a tyrant and usurper, was now emerging in a
different light. The discovery of his remains ignited a reassessment of his
character and legacy, leading to a more nuanced understanding of this
complex historical figure.

Legacy of Perseverance

Philippa Langley's remarkable discovery not only transformed our historical
understanding but also serves as a testament to the power of perseverance
and the indomitable spirit that drives us to unravel the hidden truths of our
past.

Her story is a reminder that even when history seems lost, through
meticulous research and unwavering determination, the pieces of the



puzzle can be pieced together, revealing the forgotten chapters that shape
our collective identity.

The discovery of Richard lll's burial place is a triumph of historical detective
work and a testament to the enduring fascination with the past. Philippa
Langley's unwavering determination and passion for history have forever
changed the course of British history, reminding us that even in the depths
of mystery, the truth can be brought to light.

As we marvel at the legacy of Philippa Langley and her remarkable
discovery, may we be inspired to embrace our own quests for knowledge
and understanding, knowing that the path to unraveling the secrets of
history is paved with perseverance, curiosity, and an unwavering belief that
the past can always teach us new lessons about ourselves.

Image Alt Attributes:
= Image 1: Philippa Langley, a woman with long blonde hair, standing in

front of a map of Leicester.

= Image 2: A team of archaeologists excavating the Greyfriars site in
Leicester.

= Image 3: The skeletal remains of Richard Ill being examined by
scientists.

= Image 4: A portrait of King Richard Ill in his royal robes.
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