
An Introduction to The Unbidden Past
Involuntary Autobiographical Memories: An
Introduction to the Unbidden Past by Dorthe Berntsen

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1220 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 242 pages

The Unbidden Past is a historical fiction novel set in Victorian England. The
story follows the lives of two sisters, Eleanor and Anne, as they navigate
the social and economic challenges of their time.

Eleanor is the elder sister, and she is a strong-willed and independent
young woman. She is determined to make her own way in the world, and
she is not afraid to challenge the social norms of her time.

Anne is the younger sister, and she is a more gentle and timid young
woman. She is content to follow the path that is laid out for her, and she
does not question the social order of her time.

The two sisters are very different, but they love each other dearly. They are
each other's confidantes, and they support each other through thick and
thin.
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The Unbidden Past is a story about love, loss, and family. It is a story about
the challenges of growing up in a rapidly changing world. It is a story that
will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

The Setting

The Unbidden Past is set in Victorian England, a time of great social and
economic change. The Industrial Revolution had transformed the country,
and the old order was crumbling.

The novel is set in the city of London, which was at the heart of the
Industrial Revolution. London was a bustling metropolis, full of both
opportunity and danger.

The sisters live in a modest home in the East End of London. The East End
was a poor and crowded neighborhood, but it was also a place of great
vitality and community.

The Characters

Eleanor is the main protagonist of The Unbidden Past. She is a strong-
willed and independent young woman who is determined to make her own
way in the world. She is intelligent and ambitious, and she is not afraid to
challenge the social norms of her time.

Anne is the younger sister of Eleanor. She is a more gentle and timid young
woman who is content to follow the path that is laid out for her. She is kind
and compassionate, and she is always there for her sister.

The other characters in The Unbidden Past include:



Mr. and Mrs. Smith: The sisters' parents

John: A young man who is in love with Eleanor

Mary: A young woman who is friends with Anne

Mr. Brown: A wealthy businessman who is interested in Eleanor

The Plot

The Unbidden Past follows the lives of Eleanor and Anne as they navigate
the social and economic challenges of Victorian England. Eleanor is
determined to make her own way in the world, and she is not afraid to
challenge the social norms of her time. Anne is more content to follow the
path that is laid out for her, but she is always there to support her sister.

The novel begins with Eleanor working as a governess in the home of a
wealthy family. She is unhappy with her job, and she longs for a more
fulfilling life. When she meets John, she begins to think that she may have
found the love of her life.

However, John is not who he seems. He is a gambler and a cheat, and he
is only interested in Eleanor's money. When Eleanor discovers his true
nature, she is heartbroken.

Anne is also facing challenges in her life. She is in love with a young man
named Mary, but Mary is not interested in her. Anne is heartbroken, and
she does not know what to do.

As the novel progresses, Eleanor and Anne must learn to face their
challenges and find their own way in the world. They must learn to be
strong and independent, and they must learn to rely on each other.



The Themes

The Unbidden Past explores a number of themes, including:

The challenges of growing up in a rapidly changing world

The importance of family

The power of love

The resilience of the human spirit

The Author

The Unbidden Past was written by Sarah Waters. Waters is a British author
who is known for her historical fiction novels. Her other novels include
Tipping the Velvet, Fingersmith, and The Paying Guests.

Waters is a master of historical fiction. Her novels are meticulously
researched, and they bring the past to life in a vivid and engaging way.
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