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In the contemporary digital landscape, video sharing platforms have
become ubiquitous platforms for social interaction, knowledge sharing, and
cultural expression. Among these platforms, YouTube stands out as a
veritable cultural phenomenon, boasting over 2 billion active users
worldwide.

This article presents an anthropological study of video sharing on YouTube,
drawing on ethnographic research to explore the social and cultural
practices that shape this phenomenon. By examining how individuals and
communities use YouTube to construct and negotiate their identities, share
knowledge, and connect with others, we aim to shed light on the
transformative potential of this platform in the digital age.
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Methodology

This study employed a qualitative ethnographic approach, involving
participant observation and in-depth interviews with YouTube users from
diverse backgrounds and demographics. The research was conducted over
a period of 12 months,期间 researchers immersed themselves in the
YouTube ecosystem, engaging with users in various online and offline
settings.

Findings

Our findings reveal that YouTube is not merely a passive platform for
content consumption, but an active space where users engage in a wide
range of social and cultural practices. These practices can be broadly
categorized into:

1. Identity construction and expression: YouTube provides a platform
for individuals to create and share videos that reflect their unique
identities, values, and perspectives. Through their videos, users can
express their creativity, showcase their talents, and connect with
others who share their interests.

2. Community formation and engagement: YouTube fosters the
formation of online communities around shared interests and identities.
Users create channels and participate in discussions, sharing their
thoughts and experiences with others. These communities provide a
sense of belonging and support, enabling users to connect with like-
minded individuals from around the globe.

3. Knowledge sharing and education: YouTube has become a vast
repository of knowledge, with users sharing videos on a wide range of



topics, from educational tutorials to historical documentaries. The
platform enables individuals to access and share information,
regardless of their geographic location or socioeconomic background.

4. Alternative narratives and cultural exchange: YouTube provides a
space for marginalized voices and alternative perspectives to reach a
global audience. Users create videos that challenge dominant
narratives and promote alternative viewpoints, fostering cultural
exchange and challenging established social norms.

Discussion

Our findings suggest that YouTube has a profound impact on social and
cultural practices in the digital age. The platform empowers individuals to
construct and express their identities, connect with others, share
knowledge, and challenge established narratives.

In particular, we highlight the transformative potential of YouTube as a
platform for cultural exchange and the dissemination of alternative
narratives. By providing a space for marginalized voices to be heard,
YouTube challenges dominant cultural norms and promotes greater
understanding and empathy across different cultures.

This study provides a comprehensive anthropological perspective on video
sharing on YouTube, revealing the social and cultural practices that shape
this phenomenon. Our findings highlight the transformative potential of
YouTube as a platform for self-expression, cultural exchange, and the
dissemination of alternative narratives. As the platform continues to evolve,
future research should explore its ongoing impact on society and culture in
the digital age.
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