
An American Boy, a Chinese School, and the
Global Race to Achieve
In the competitive global race for academic achievement, some American
parents are turning to Chinese schools to give their children an edge.
These schools, which typically offer a rigorous curriculum and a focus on
discipline, have been shown to produce students who perform well on
standardized tests and gain admission to top universities.
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But what does this mean for the children and their sense of identity? When
they attend a Chinese school, they are immersed in a culture that is very
different from their own. They learn to speak, read, and write in Chinese,
and they are taught about Chinese history and culture. This can be a
valuable experience, but it can also be challenging for children who are
trying to maintain their American identity.
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One American boy who attended a Chinese school in New York City said
that he felt like he was living in two different worlds. At school, he was
surrounded by Chinese students and teachers, and he spoke Chinese all
day long. At home, he spoke English with his parents and siblings, and he
watched American TV shows and movies.

"It was kind of confusing at first," he said. "I didn't always know which part
of me was 'real.'"

But over time, he said, he learned to appreciate both cultures. He became
fluent in Chinese, and he developed a deep understanding of Chinese
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history and culture. He also learned the value of hard work and discipline,
and he developed a strong work ethic.

"I'm glad I went to a Chinese school," he said. "It gave me the best of both
worlds. I feel like I'm a well-rounded person, and I'm prepared for anything
the future holds."

The debate over whether American children should attend Chinese schools
is a complex one. There are both pros and cons to consider, and ultimately
the decision is up to each individual family. But for those families who are
considering this option, it is important to be aware of the potential
challenges and benefits.

## The Pros of Attending a Chinese School

* **Rigorous Curriculum:** Chinese schools typically offer a rigorous
curriculum that is focused on academic achievement. This can help
students develop strong critical thinking and problem-solving skills. *
**Discipline:** Chinese schools also place a strong emphasis on discipline.
This can help students learn self-control and develop good study habits. *
**Chinese Language and Culture:** Attending a Chinese school can help
students learn to speak, read, and write Chinese. This can be a valuable
skill in a globalized world. * **Cultural Awareness:** Chinese schools can
also help students develop cultural awareness and understanding. This can
help them become more open-minded and tolerant of other cultures.

## The Cons of Attending a Chinese School

* **Culture Shock:** Attending a Chinese school can be a culture shock for
some students. They may have to adjust to a different way of learning, a



different language, and a different set of cultural values. * **Identity
Confusion:** Some students may experience identity confusion when they
attend a Chinese school. They may feel like they are neither Chinese nor
American, and they may struggle to find their place in the world. * **Limited
Socialization:** Chinese schools can be very focused on academic
achievement, and this may limit students' opportunities for socialization.
They may not have as much time to interact with students from other
cultures. * **Cost:** Chinese schools can be expensive, and this may not
be an option for all families.

##

The decision of whether or not to send your child to a Chinese school is a
personal one. There are both pros and cons to consider, and ultimately the
best decision is the one that is right for your child and your family. If you are
considering this option, it is important to do your research and to talk to
other families who have made this decision.
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